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 Electronic Identification for Sheep  

Hi-tech electronic ear tags for sheep were trialled in South Australia back 

in 2007. Mixed feelings came out of those trials, but most sheep 

producers conferred that this technology is the way of the future for identification for the industry.  

The National Livestock Identification Scheme (introduced in 2005) required that all sheep producers 

sending sheep to saleyards or abattoirs must identify their sheep with a plastic ear tag attached to left 

(near side) ear, that lists the Property Identification Code or PIC number of the owner and fill out 

vendor declaration forms. This visual tag system is failing, as some producers are still failing to tag 

their sheep or they are not filling in their National Vendor declaration forms correctly. If everyone did 

their bit, then this system would work, but in the event of a major disease outbreak, manual labour 

could lead to days wading through paper work for traceability of the flock and owner. 

The Sheep Electronic Identification (EID) system uses an electronic ear tag, marking each animal with 
its own, individual, unalterable identifying number. The tag containing the microchip should be attached 
in the centre of the inside third of the left ear (near side). It uses radio frequency to transfer data 
between tag and an electronic reader (panel or handheld).  When you purchase Electronic 
identification systems it typically includes transponder devices, identification tags, magnetic-strip cards 
and a transceiver device. The transponder tags are uniquely encoded with an identification number, 
Property or stud names on the tag is also an additional option. The range of possible identification 
numbers often exceeds millions of possibilities. Transceiver devices are used to read the 
transponders' encoded identification number. This system would enhance Australia's ability to respond 
quickly to a major food safety concern or disease outbreak, contamination risks could be stopped 
quickly through an adequate traceability system. 
 

For sheep producers, who have a suitable electronic reader, transcription errors can be eliminated 
saving both time and labour in the yards whilst increasing the accuracy of your information. This new 
technology will reduce manual paperwork on flock data and will enable them to upload extra 
information to the tags and can keep track of such traits as multiple births, artificial insemination data, 
age of lambs, fibre testing results, fleece weights, growth rate and keeping accurate track of every 
sheep on the farm. 
In the current form the ear tags cost farmers around $1 - $2 but for the average farmer the equipment 
to electronically read the tags and information is costly. 
Victoria has lead the world in the implementation of this óbest practiceô system for the identification and 
tracking of cattle, and is the first jurisdiction in Australia to authorise the use of electronic NLIS Sheep 
tags, this system is now also supported in South Australia and other states. Ultimately this system 
needs to be a national identification scheme and federal funding has to be sourced so that saleyards, 
slaughter yards and producers can all take advantage of this more reliable identification system. 

    Electronic NLIS sheep Breeder tags are yellow and are used by a   
           breeder, to identify sheep before they leave the property. 
  Electronic NLIS sheep Post-Breeder tags are Pink and are used to                    
 identify introduced sheep not already tagged.  

 
 

 

HOW TO TELL THE SEX OF A FLY 
 

A woman walked into the kitchen to find her husband stalking around with a fly swatter 
"What are you doing?" She asked. 

"Hunting Flies" He responded. 
"Oh. ! Killing any?" She asked. 

"Yep, 3 males, 2 Females," he replied.  
Intrigued, she asked. "How can you tell them apart?" 

He responded, "3 were on a beer can, 2 were on the phone." 
 
 

 




