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Thanks to favourable weather conditions most of 
the seeding has either been completed over the EP 
now or close to it. All we need now is a good 
follow up rain that will compliment the sub soil 
moisture that was previously captured by many 
areas across the EP. 
The mouse problem is worse in some areas than 

others, particularly in the far west. Thanks to Peter 

Treloar and his efforts to work within his 

jurisdiction on control and support. It escapes me 

as to why the costs for poisoning have not already 

been picked up by the government as it is the one 

thing that could be done for all afflicted growers 

that keeps a level playing field.  

The very diverse business of EPIC is taking shape 
nicely. We are pleased to say that GrainXchange 
has been aōƭŜ ǘƻ ΨǘǊŀŘŜ ƳŀǘŎƘΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ 
the price increases experienced recently with the 
fall of the dollar. Forward Contracts: If you would 
like Steve to visit as an independent and talk 
through some of the marketing options available, 
please call him on 0458 852 268 
EPIC: locate Load is attracting attention from a lot 

of transport companies, who think the service is 

worth every bit of the costs. 

Our vision for mining services is also now slowly 
taking shape as we work with mining companies 
identifying their data collection needs. 

 Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ¦ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΩ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻŦ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ 

interest this month consist of ΨƴŜǿ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ 

ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΩ for silo storage, which will be followed 

up each month. 

We encourage you to use our Forum  to ask 

questions that will be answered in the next 

publication on this subject. 
 

DO YOU WANT A HARD COPY OF OUR 

PUBLICATION ς RING THE OFFICE 862723014 
 

JOIN EPIC: REGISTER NOW AND RECEIVE 3 

MONTHS EXTRA REGISTRATION. OFFER ENDS 31
ST

 

JULY 

Chris Lehmann 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Another month has passed and seeding is all but 

finished, fingers crossed for some more good rains. 

It appears that we are still having some problems 

with mice and I am grateful to have three very 

good cats at home that seem to be keeping on top 

of the problem, at my place at least anyway. 

Although I do wish that the oldest of them would 

ǎǘƻǇ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ƴȅ ŎƘŀƛǊ ǿƘŜƴ LΩƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ 

crunch them up. We have also been forced to get a 

cat in our Kimba office and though she seems to 

be keeping the mice at bay she is only half grown 

and has taken great delight in causing chaos in the 

mornings jumping on desks walking on key boards 

and attacking the cords on our timber blinds, this 

has been a source of frustration and amusement.  

 

On another note I would just like to let everyone 

know that there is classified advertising available 

in the EPIC publication ranging from a black and 

white line ad to a full colour with photo several 

you would like to sell or a sheep sale/ clearing sale 

or if you are looking for something and would like 

to place a wanted ad please contact our office we 

have very competitive rates.  

 

For anyone who would like to know more about 

the publication or how EPIC can help you with 

marketing grain or your transport logistics Chris, 

Willo and Myself will be at the Cleve Field days 

please stop in for a chat we will be in the grain 

marketers marquee we look forward to seeing you 

there. 

 

Tracey Lehmann 
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Producers battling rising mouse numbers 
 

Mouse numbers have reached plague proportions in some parts of the Eyre Peninsula, with 
producers crying out for Government support with control measures such as baiting. 
 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƻǎŜǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 
ōǳǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ōŀƛǘǎΣέ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ aŜƳōŜǊ Ŧor Flinders Peter Treloar said. 
 
άIƛƎƘ ƳƻǳǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
farmers finding it increasingly costly to bait. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ .ƻŀǊŘǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƻƴ ƪŜeping 
mouse numbers under control, but they could take on a more active role in managing mouse 
numbers if they were given Departmental support. 
 
ά¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Natural Resources Management Act, mice are not a species declared for control. 
However, the Act is quite clear in its intent to provide for: 
 

ΨΦΦΦǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǇŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
may have an adverse effect on the environment, primary production or the community...Ω 

 
ά/ƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƻǳƭd acknowledge that mice are a ΨǇŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΩ which 
cause environmental problems and adversely affect primary producers and communities. 
 
ά²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ψƴƻ ǘƛƭƭ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳōōƭŜ ǊŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƳƛŎŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
increased and this is reflected in the frequency of plague-ƭƛƪŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎΦέ 
 
άL Ŏŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ όtLw{!ύΣ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
Natural Resources Management Boards, to assist landowners with control measures, which will 
ultimatŜƭȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΦέ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: Peter Treloar (0427 764 292) 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Local insurance for crop producers 
 
Insurance 
We know your area so we can make sure youôre covered for local conditions 
and circumstances. On most policies we can roll all your insurance into one 
package with one renewal notice and one expiry date with pay by the month 
for no extra charge. And in many cases we can handle your claim locally. 
For a full range of covers from seed to silo including hail, fire, livestock 
Intrusion, chemical over spray, transit, storage cover & more please call 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Elders Insurance Kimba  
     Michael Seal 08 8627 2522  
 
     Elders Insurance Cleve  
     Brydon Young 08 8628 2737  
              Insurance  
     Elders Ins urance Port Lincoln    
     Darren Binney 08 8621 2105   

 



 

 

Get set ς Silos going gas-tight 
New Australian Standard for Silos 

For grain growers storing their grain on-ŦŀǊƳΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ άDŜǘ ǎŜǘ ς ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ Ǝŀǎ-ǘƛƎƘǘέΦ 

Indeed, a new Australian standard, independently accredited by SAI Global (formerly Standards Australia) 
has been put in place in response to the industry-wide concerns about the looming loss of Phosphine, in 
silos which claim to be sealed but are not gas-tight. 

The widespread and rapid decline in the effectiveness of the grain fumigant Phosphine has meant gas-tight 
ǎƛƭƻΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ for fumigation. 

Grains Storage Specialist, Peter Botta, fully supports the 
ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛŦ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ 
fumigant (and future fumigants) as a viable option. 

άtƘƻǎǇƘƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŎƻǎǘƛƴƎ ол ǘƻ рлŎŜƴǘǎκǘƻƴƴŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜΦ bŜǿ 
products could be $2/tonne or more and may be more 
difficult ǘƻ ǳǎŜΦ άhōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŀǘŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀƛƴ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ 
ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ tƘƻǎǇƘƛƴŜΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 

ά/ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ tƘƻǎǇƘƛƴŜ ƭŀōŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊŜǎƘŀŘƻǿŜŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
would see the label actually refer to using the product in 
gas-ǘƛƎƘǘ ǎƛƭƻΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΦέ 

He says a sealed gas-tight silo needs to be thought of as a fumigation chamber, which means it has to be 
ΨƎŀǎ-ǘƛƎƘǘΩΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ just ΨǎŜŀƭŜŘΩΦ 

άLƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘƭȅ ΨǎŜŀƭŜŘΩ ǎƛƭƻΩǎΣ ƎǊowers have been fumigating with Phosphine and killing the adult insects, 
but not killing their eggs and pupae, which are tolerant of Phosphine. 

ά¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŦǳƳƛƎŀǘŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŎȅŎƭŜΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘe 
ƛƭƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ ŀǘ ōŜǎǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘǎέΦ  

In an on-farm situation, the fumigation period on the label is 7 to20 days, depending on the formulation. 
Peter says this indicates the silo needs to hold the Phosphine gas for all of this period - without leaking out 
ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎΥ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŜŀƪȅ ǎƛƭƻΚ 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿΣ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ ΨDoes your silo 
meet the gas-ǘƛƎƘǘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΚΩIŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ōŜƴŎƘƳŀǊƪ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƪe the right business 
decision, and adds there are two key factors in using  

 

Phosphine sustainably: 

1.  A gas-tight silo needs to meet the 5-minute half-
life pressure test 

2. Products need to be used according to the label ς 
especially with regard to exposure periods  and 
dose rates. 

 

Peter concludes by saying that if the grains industry loses the ability to use Phosphine through the 
development of even more resistance and another agent is required, the irony is that it will still need to be 
used in a gas-tight silo. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

This aƻƴǘƘΩs Funny 
A CATTLE DOG STORY  
Kevin Rudd called Julia Gillard into his office one day and said "Julia, I have a great idea! We are going 
to go all out to win the country voters"."Good idea Leader, how will we go about it"? said Julia.  
"Well", said Rudd, "we get ourselves one of those Driaza Bone coats, some RM Williams boots, a stick 
and an Akubra hat. Oh, and a blue cattle dog. Then we'll really look the part. We'll go to a typical old 
outback country pub, we'll show we really enjoy the bush". "Right" said Julia.  
Days later, all kitted out and with the requisite blue heeler, they set off from Canberra in a westerly 
direction. Eventually they arrived at just the place they were looking for and found a typical outback 
pub.  
They walked in with the dog and up to the bar. "G'day mate", said Rudd to the bartender, "two 
middies of your best beer". "Good afternoon Leader", said the bartender, "two middies of our best 
coming up".  
Gillard and Rudd stood leaning on the bar drinking their beer and chatting, nodding now and again to 
whoever came into the bar for a drink. The dog lay quietly at their feet.  
All of a sudden, the door from the adjacent bar opened and in came a grizzled old stockman, complete 
with stock whip. He walked up to the cattle dog, lifted its tail with the whip and looked underneath, 
shrugged his shoulders and walked back to the other bar. A few moments later in came another old 
stockman with his whip. He walked up to the dog and lifted its tail, looked underneath, scratched his 
head and went back to the other bar.  
Over the course of the next hour or so another four or five stockmen came in and lifted the dog's tail 
and went away looking puzzled.  
Eventually, Rudd and Gillard could stand it no longer and called the barman over. "Tell me" said Rudd, 
"why did all those old stockmen come in and look under the dog's tail like that? Is it an old outback 
custom?"  
"Strewth no", said the barman. "Someone told 'em there was a cattle dog in the bar with two 
arseholes".. 

Peter Botta Grain Storage Specialist 
 

Peter Botta, is a grain storage specialist with 15 years experience in the industry. 
Peter works with growers, industry and agribusiness, advising on:  

Grain storage systems, Grain storage solutions, Providing advice and training. 
Peter works with growers in assessing their storage facilities and advising on how the grower  

can store grain and manage their existing system, and plan their system for future needs,  
enabling growers to deliver a quality product to the growers market of choice. 

Peter can offer to growers a variety of services throughout the year to answer and assist in  
managing their storages to ensure insects and grain quality are managed. 

 

Peter Botta 
Moblie: 0417 501890 

email: pbotta@bigpond.com 
 


